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THE HISTRIC SITE OF HITOYOSHI CASTLE

The legend goes that Hitoyoshi Castle was repaired by Sagara Nagayori, who was from Totoumi county
(now Sagara, Makinohara City, Shizuoka Prefecture ).

In early Kamakura period (1192~1333), he arrived at his post being ordered as the lord of the manor in
Hitoyoshi district by Minamoto no Yoritomo.

However, this Castle seems to have been built by the Twelfth Lord Sagara Tametsugu around Bunmei 2
(1470).

After Toyotomi Hideyoshi reigend over Kyushyu, in Tensho 17 (1589) the Twentieth Lord Sagara
Nagatsune invited a stonemason in Bungo district and the lord made him reconstruct the Castle with the
stone rampart wall.

In Keicho 6 (1601), the Lord Nagatsune completed the Castle having Hon-maru (the main castle
enclosure of a castle), Nino-maru (the Secandary enclosure), Hori (a most)and Yagura(a turret), Mon (a
gate).

In Keicho 12 (1607), the Lord Nagatune ordered the mason to build the stone-rampart wall along the
two rivers of the Y-leter — the Kuma and the Mune — and the west outer-border parts of the Castle.

In Kan'ei 16 (1639) The Lord Nagatsune stopped the construction of the stone rampart wall. By this time,
it can be considered Hitoyoshi Castle was almost been completed in the style of the early modern times.

The castle was destroyed in big fires twice, especially in Bunkyu 2 (1862), almost all the structures
were burnt down Torasuke's fire.

After this fire, the stone rampart wall in the north of the Load Palace was built by the method of
construction of “Hanedashi”. This wall has the over-hanging rampart to prevent the castle from a fire.
This method was used in building a castle in Japan, such as Hakodate Goryokaku in Hokkaido and Daiba
in Tokyo Bay. In other words, it is said this wall was build by using the European style.

After the abolition of feudal domains and establishment prefecture in Meiji 4 (1871), the structures
and trees here were disposed of and only the stone rampart wall still is remained.
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